
March 27, 2026

The Honorable Mike Rogers
Chairman
House Armed Services Committee
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers,

We believe the military action against Iran necessitates that the Department of Defense 
immediately testify, in an open setting, before the House Armed Services Committee.

We are deeply troubled by the lack of transparency from the Trump Administration and the 
Department of Defense and its failure to keep the Congress and the American people informed. 
We remain concerned by the ever-shifting strategic and operational objectives of the conflict and
lack of clarity regarding the possible use of U.S. ground forces in the region. This conflict has 
already resulted in the deaths of 13 U.S. service members and an additional 290 wounded. It has 
also resulted in the deaths of over a thousand civilians and had sweeping impacts on the domestic
and global economy as well as the stability of the Middle East. Additionally, our questions 
remain unanswered about the costs incurred, including daily operations, lost and damaged 
equipment, munitions expenditures, and reports that the administration plans to ask Congress for 
a $200 billion supplemental.  

There is no question that the Iranian regime is guilty of horrific crimes against its own people, 
conducts destabilization activities throughout the region, and should not be permitted to develop 
a nuclear weapon.  Given the complexity and gravity of this conflict, it is imperative that it 
receive its own hearing, separate and apart from the committee's posture hearing with the 
Commander of U.S. Central Command as well as the budget hearing with the Secretary of 
Defense and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Those hearings will not allow the time 
and attention this issue requires.

We appreciate your ongoing bipartisan work on behalf of this committee and your attention to 
this request as we work to enable the committee’s ability to carry out its oversight 
responsibilities. 



Sincerely,

Adam Smith
Ranking Member
House Armed Services 
Committee

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress



Jared Golden
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress



George Whitesides
Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Eugene Simon Vindman
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Herbert C. Conaway, Jr.
Member of Congress


