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Good morning. We're here today to discuss the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Budget for the
Department of the Army and are joined by Secretary of the Army, Christine Wormuth, and
Chief of Staff of the Army, General James McConville. I'd like to welcome them back for
their second year together leading the Army and thank them for their continued service.

Before | begin my opening statement, | would like to take a moment to welcome our
newest member of the committee, Representative Sylvia Garcia. Ms Garcia represents
Texas’ 29th district, which includes Houston, South Houston, Galena Park, Jacinto City,
and Pasadena. She is a former judge and social worker and joins the Committee having
previously served as Houston’s City Controller, Harris County Commissioner, and Texas
State Senator. During her time in Congress, Congresswoman Garcia has tirelessly
advocated on behalf of her fallen constituent, Army Specialist Vanessa Guillen, for
reforming how military bases handle allegations of sexual assault and sexual harassment.
We are excited to have her on the Committee.

As we write this year’s NDAA, we must keep in mind the old and new challenges facing us,
including the first real threat of land war in Europe since the end of World War Il and the
rapid growth of risk in the Pacific. This year’s Army Budget Request attempts to manage
risk at an acceptable level, with a mix of investments in modernization, readiness, and end
strength. We are eager to hear from our witnesses what opportunities and challenges are
built into their FY 2023 Budget. This Committee wants to know what help the Army needs
to achieve real progress to become a force that reliably deters adversaries and is ready, if
necessary, to win a twenty-first century conflict.

Modernization is a key goal of this year’s request. Themes from previous years continue in
this request, and | appreciate the efforts of Secretary Wormuth and her team to refocus
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and adapt Army modernization toward stable, affordable, and achievable priorities. After
more than three years of insights gained from new technology development, rapid
prototyping, and experimentation, it does seem that the Army is not as “locked in” to its
long standing “31+4” specific programs. The FY 2023 request supports this evolution in
prioritization and investment to fulfill combatant commander requirements, particularly for a
future near-peer conflict, highlighted by significant investment in the long-range hypersonic
weapon, rocket artillery, next generation medium and armed reconnaissance helicopters, a
new short-range air defense (SHORAD) system, and the tactical network. The Army’s
network modernization is particularly important and must make the most of new technology
that ensures its thousands of units and weapon systems on the battlefield are a functioning
part of the joint force that is seamlessly and continuously connected, survivable, and
capable of decisive land operations. We must keep a close eye on how these units and
systems connect and operate as part of the joint force and how we ensure their
survivability.

For many years, Army readiness has been challenged by high operational tempo and
global demand for rotational forces, and this year’s end strength request is 12,000 below
last year’s authorized level. This is a concerning departure from year over year increases
for the Army, and | want to hear from our withesses how the anticipated reduction in global
force demand or tradeoff for modernization supports this strategy.

Furthermore, the Army is continuing to institute a new unit life cycle model named the
Regionally Aligned Readiness and Modernization Model (ReARMM), with the goals of
relieving operational strain and training on modernized equipment. While this change is still
currently underway, we expect the Army will keep the Committee informed on how this new
force generation model will impact training and maintenance requirements, budgetary
decisions, modernization efforts, and readiness of the force.

Thank you again to our witnesses for joining us, and | look forward to receiving today’s
testimony and getting updates on all of these issues.
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